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SERMON 


Preached before 


HIS MAJESTY 


at Whitehal, April 5. 166}. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God 


B. Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, Elec, 
0 by His Majeſties' +Spreial Command, 5 


6%} 


Heb. xii. Verſ. xv, 


By Him therefore let nz offer the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe to (Fod continually ; that us, 
the Fruit of our Lips, giving thanks 
to Hua Npme, or, Confeſsing tro Hu 
Name, as the Margin a, More 
agreeable to the Greek. 


 E have an Altar in the 
Y Tenth Verſe, andiin 
this we have a Sacrifice : 
But what Altar, and 


Wes WE what Sacrifice ? for 
PELAAS SJ they are ſcandalous 
WEE w words. For the Alcar, 
C9 EA& 5 ler that fall, if theSa- 


crifice cannot ſupport it : Bur for the Sacri- 
fice, whereof we are now totreat, it is, I colts | 
fels, a word. of offence, becauſe there goes 
under the name of a Chriſtian Sacrifice, thar 
which our Church calls a blaſphemons fable, and 
Should 1 leave you withour 


dangerous deceit, 
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any Caution upon that fear and danger in 
Sacrificing, it would be to little purpoſe to 
offer at the commending of any : For we are 
too often troubled more with words , than 
what they ſignific. And therefore asthe Ora- 
ror adviſerh, when ſuch a caſe ſhall happen 
Mitigandas efſe prius aures ; ſomewhat mult be 
ſaid beforehand to remove a prejudice that | 
will all upon all that ſhall beTaid after. That 
which the Article ſpeaks of is the Sacrifice | 
of the Maſs, wherein the Prieſts of that Sa- 
crifice ſay, That Chriſt himſelf # really ſacrificed 
for the quick and dead : And for want of this, 
our Church is not by them allowed to have 
either Prieſt or Sacrifice. | | 
'Tis true, we.pretend not to that Myſtical 
Artand Chymiſtry, to turn the Elements of 
Bread and Wine into the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, by which alone they make 
themſelves Prieſts, and Him the Sacrifice, I 
ut in noclaimtherefore frofnithis Text,cither | 
ro that Prieſt, or this Sacrifice , but yet to a. 
right in both., but both of another” kinde d 
For the Sacrifice, the Text is clear, and che 
Prieſt follows of courle; there can be no Sa- | 
crifice without him. And it is as cleartoo, 
* Thar it is not the Sacrifice of the Maſs,though 
| Cbriſt 


before Hu Mijeſty. os 


. firſt meer with in che Text, Byhim.] Here in- 
deed he is, bur not in the quality of a Sacrifice 


) 


the Matter, but as a Mediator onely. It is not 
Him, but By him we are to offer. 

Now ſceing we may be lecure, it is not that 
- we might poſhibly fear, let us ſee whar ir is 
we may ſafely, and muſt neceſlacily per- 
| [form. Y 


{ We arc firſt to offer a Sacrifice to God, 

| 2. Thar for the kinue, is Euchariſtical, not 

: Propitiatory, | 
| 3- The Matter of i: is tobe, not the Fruit of 


our Fields, or of our Flocks, bur of ogr Lips. 
4. Not every fruit that grows upon the 


| (4. e. Gods ) Name. 

| $5. This confeſling here is not of him, 

! (chough that be otherwiſe neceſlary ; for he 

' that denies him, ſhall be denied by him) bur 

' Tobim, andthat makes ita Sacrifice, 

| 6. It muſtbe t Hm, and not to any Crea- 

ture, Saint, or Angel. Praiſe them we may, 

' bur offer a Sacrifice of praiſe, we muſt nor. 
7.[t is nota Sacrifice to be done ar itarrs,and 


upon occaſions, bur continually, a daily Sacrifice. 
| 8. Ir 


| Chriſt himſelf be in it , for 'tis he whom we 


tobe offered, as in the Maſs, whereof he is 


| 
| 
lips , but yeadur Guonoygilur lips Confeſcing to bus: 


| 


| 
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8. It is to be offered by Hm , thar is, by 
Chriſt merits and mediation 'Fis that which gives 
power and efficacy tothis and all our ſervices, 
which would be-nothing worth, it we came 
in our ÞWn names. 

Laſtly, You have the Reaſon, why all 
this, Therefore ; and that lends us back to the 


anfifie the people by bis Blood, ſuffered without the 
[mg Thar he {uffered for 6g and that he 
ſuffered without the Gate, arethe reaſons, why 
by bim, and why of us. By him, becaule by the 
; acrificing of himſelf, he made our peace wich 
God. By him therefore let ut offer the ſacrifice of 


ſuffered without the Gate ; whither the Jews that 
were within the Gate muſt go outand follow 
him, in the next Verſe, leaving their City and 
SanBluary. And we the Gentiles that are with-. 
out the Gate already, may finde him in our 
own Territofics, that ſo both Jew and Gen- 
| tile cuonoyeile; joyntly together, as the word 
imports, May confeſs to the honor of his 
Name 


And as m—_ carries in it therealon of 
our duty, ſo it doth in that ſome accommoda- 


tion it hath co the time : For this is Paſsion 


Twelfth Verle, Wherefore Jeſus, that be might | 


praiſe to God forit. And why of ws? Becauſe he | 


Sunday ; 
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Sunday; and why lo called, we learn from 
Rupertus and others, becauſe the Jews on this 
day met together, to conſult of, and contrive 
the death of our Lord; which, not many days 
after, they effected. 

It will not be fir (I confeſs) for tharreaſon, | 
to anticipate the Meditations proper to that So- 
lemnity. Yertas now the Paſsion was in pre- 
paration and conception by them, it will be 
lo far a keeping of time with it, if wealſo now 
ſhall prepare a Sacrifice of praiſe for it, that 
| we may be fit thento honor God by confeſs- 
| ing to his Name, the wonderful mercies and 
unſpeakable benefirs we receive by the Paſsion | 
and Reſurrefion of our Lord. 

By * him therefore let 9 offer the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe to God continually, that ts, the Fruit of our 
lips confeſsing to his Name. 

. And that we may the better perform our 
Sacrifice of Praiſe, Let us by him alſo offer a Sacri- 
fice of Prayer, &c. 


Hat we are to offera SACRIFICE to 
| 4 God, is here lo plainly enjoyned, and fo 
| pungually deſcribed, both for matter and man- 
| ner in every circumſtance, that one would think 
it ſtrange it ſhould be negle&ed, and more 

| B ſtrange 


OO NT 


4 as ho OL Als odio i Sv Oe eZ ond a. Ron ee Rr ens . 


8 


| 


CE — 


A Sermon Preached 


| ſtrange ic ſhould be contemned by any.But for 
| or ſelves, if we would be clear in this matter 
| (asevery good man ſhould delire to be) it is 
fir we call our ſelves to account when, and | 
how we perform it, . | 
| The Autient and Frimitive ( burch (of whom 
this may beſt be learned j did, in conſcience of 
their duty herein, compole leveral Liturgies , | 
that by them they might have a Publick daily 
' Sacrifice forthe honor and worſhip of Gd, as 
 thatof St. James at Jeruſalem, Sts Marks at Alex- 
| audria ; after that, St. Chryſoſtoms at Antioch, 
St. Baſils at [, &ſaria, St. Grego-ies at Rome; and | 
indeed, there was no» Church withoart one. | 
They chat wrote Apologtes tor the C briſtians bein g | 
of the Heathen accuſed of Atheiſm, becaule they 
| were never ſeen to offer ſacrifice to the Gods , 
| for anſwer to that, had recourle tothis Sacrifice 
| of Praiſe in the Text. | 
| The Copies of thoſe Antient Liturgi's, as 

| they come. now to our hands, have no doubt 

ſuffered the tare of time, that is, ſome changes, 

| by which the prepoſterous zeal of ſome hath 

overcharged them with numerous, and lome- 

times [uperſticious Additions; yer the ſubſtance 

and intendmentof. them was to perform this 

duty. And therefore our Church , that never | 
was 
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was of the minde to flizg away Chatt and 
Corn, both at once, lat they might nor | 
want what all Churches ever had / fo ordered 
our Liturgy, that by it we naught wt hlatety 
and true devotion, daily $acr;fice co the praile | 
and honor of God Wherein they have tol- | 
lowed, not onely Precept, but i aterna.lo from 
this Text, as by a ſhort parallel between them, | 
may viſibly appear ; as firſt, | 
The Jext calls us to a Sacrifice, and the |, 1. | 
"Liturgy is that Sacrifice. Antioch was the place Age 
wheie Chriſts Diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians; 
and Antioch is the place where the ( hriſtian Ser- 
vice is firſt called a Liturgy. We finde the Diſci- | A&s 13, 
ples met together art their Liturgy Nemepyeilur 1's | yer, x, * 
«uT@) T6 Kupic % medwlw which we tranſlate, 
Faſting and Mmniſtring to the Lord , for MiTvpyiz pro- 
perly ſignifies a Publick Miniſtration ; to which, 
| the word uſed by the Church, firs well, calling 
it Common Prayer , and is ſo expounded by Sr. 
Luke himſelf inthe next Verſe , When they had | vert. ;, 
Faſted and Prayed. This Liturgy or Mwiſtring to | 
God, mult needs be in ſomething for His honor | 
and ſervice, which is properly a Sacrifice. | 
Secondly, As itis a Sacrifice to God, lo to 
none bur God : We call it Divine Service, and 
loweulcit. No Creature, Saint, or Angel, hath 
| B 2 any 


"VS $ © 


eA Sermon Preached 


FIL 


— _ 


any part in it, as in ſome they have. . Praiſe 
them we may for the good ſervice they have | 
done the Church ; bur offer a Sacrifice of Praiſe | 
we may not. It was never heard, .ſaith St. 
Auguſtine, Offero tibi Sacrificium, Petre, or Paule, 
or (ypriane. And though the invocation of 
them ſimply be nor a Sacrifice, yer itis ſuch, 
when uſed in Divine Service in the place of one. ' 
And thart iris not heard in our Liturgy, ir isno | 
doubt, with their good leave and liking too. 
The Angel Rev. 19. will anſwer for that Order: 

When St. John would have worſhipp'd him, 

Do it not ( lays he) 1 am your fellow ſervant. And 


| che Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas for their Order, | 


when the men of Lyſtra would have ſacrificed 
tothem, they cryed our, Sirs, why do you theſe | 
things ? we alſo are men of the like Paſsions with you, | 
That they are Gods friends, intitles them ro no 
more than a place in his Court to do him ſer-, 
vice, not in his Throne to receive any, And. 
therefore that honor which God hath not given 
to another , we have not given to them in 
our Liturgy: | | 
Thirdly, The Sacrifice of the Text is Eu- | 
chariſtical, a Sacrifice of Praiſe ,- and lo is our | 
Liturgy. We _ to No explation or ſa- 
tisfattion for f1ns, cither of quick or dead: 


YL 


We 
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\ \ We ow that to a better Sacrifice. Theprice of 
| Redemption is greater than any ſervice we can | 
. do: It colt more to redeem our ſouls, we | 
mult let thatalone for ever; and therefore in | 
the Liturgy, our Sacrifice is ſer to no higher | 
key, than, We praiſe thee, O God, exc. Pſal: 4g. 
Fourthly, In every Sacrifice there muſt be 1 
T ſomething offered; and thatin the Text is the 
' fruit of our Lips : For though the Root of this 
and every good lervice, mult be in the heart, \ 
| yer the fruit muſt ſprout outwardly in the 
lips. For though a verve may ſometimes be 
 accomplilhed inthe heart onely, yer neither | 
' this nor Prayer it (elf, it private or mental 
 onely, (though otherwiſe of excellent uſe) 
| will amount to a Sacrifice, till it come into the 
| lips ; for no proper Sacrifce is inviſible: And 
| therefore in our Liturgy, as we pray, that God | 
| . would open our lips ; lo we practile when we 
'joyn with the Prieſt in the (onfeſsions and | 
' Pſalms, and in ſuch things where he alone is | 
- not concerned, 
Fifthly, It is not every fruit that grows | v. 
| upon the lips, is fit to make a Sacrifice, bur 
| 68 cuohoyeilwy lips that confeſs to his Name.But 
| how comes confeſling more than any thing 
 elſe;ro relate to a Sacrifice ? It isthus. The end 
and 


"—_ gm — «4 + - Jon  O— 


* - EE we 


OE ITS Ione, x CO TIES 2 Eon — Va 


b i ” 


_———— — —_ 


Q——— 


UMI 


| 


A Sermon Preached 


| and import of every thing oflered to God in 
| Sacrifice Euchariſtical , isa Proteſhon and Ac 
| knowledgment of ſome bleſsing bcftowed upon 
' the Sacrificer ; and lo citherexpreſly or impli- 
 cirely is joyned. with it. As for iaftance; 
| Artthe offering of the firſt-fruits, they are com- 
; manded to make a Confeſsion in this form. 
Deut. 26. 2. Thou ſhalt go unto the Prieſt, and ſay thus unto him, 
1 confeſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
' come into the Country which the Lord ſware unto our 


' Fathers to gives, T hat is,in the firſt-fruits they 


 confeſt the Land that bore them to be of 
Gods gift. Now of ſuch confeſſions as thele, 


| the whole body and matter of the Liturgy is 
| framed, 
ji, | Our firſt addreſs and approach into Gods 
| preſence i is, by a Confeſsion of our ſins, which is 
| a putting off our ſhoes with the defilements 
we have contracted in our ways ; for the place 
and preſenice is holy. And by this we make 
Profeſſion and Acknowledgment of Gods per- 
fe& purity and holineſs, in | that we prefume 
not to corne into his preſence, till we frlt put 
off our uncleannels. 
2, T hen follows the 4b/olution ; and this-is an- 
other Confeſſion of his infinite mercy , that 
he is willing to forgive our fins, and to 
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on, before unknown to Men and Angels : 
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uſe the miniſtry of ſinful man, to confer it | 
upon us. | 
1 hen we have the Fmns and Pfalmr, which | 
is athi:d Conteiſion to his Name, whereby 
we do with cheartul and thankfal hearts, ac 
knowledge him to te the Author of all the 
g00d we enjoy, or hope for. 
For Leſſons we have the Scriptures read, and 
they are written for our learning : In that we 
.onfels, God to be our infallible Teacher , to | 
whole Oracles we [ubmir to be guided, both in | 
faith and manners. | 
And becaule the Rales of both lie diffuſed | 
through the whole body of Scripture, we | 
have them ſumm'd up in the (reeds and De- 
calogue. In the (reeds we acknowledge our 
faith in his wiſdom, who hath ſo myſteriouſly 
contrived the means and way of our Salvari- 


And in the Decalogue we confels his Dominion, 
Thar he is our Lawgiver; and to that our Pa- 
tronalſo, not onely gives us Laws but Grace, 
and hearts to keep them. 

In the Colletts, Prayers, and Supplications, for 
the ſupply of our wants and neceſſities,as well 
remporal as ſpiritual , we acknowledge every 
ocd gift, and every perfett giving to come down from 


| the Father of liyhts, But 


DO 
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' the name of an Euchariſt, a "Sacrifice of Praiſe 


| 


Bur the chiet of all the Gonfethons is thar, 
for which our Saviour inſtituted a Sacrament. 
Do this in remembrance of me, that is, in Com- 
memoration and Acknowledgment of what 
he by his blood hath purchaled for us : For 
we muſt nor think, as ſome do, that a Sacra- 
ment ſhould be inſtituted for relief onely of a 
bad memory , like a thred tied*abour the fin- 

er; but ſolemnly to celebrate the memory ot 
the greateſt of bleſſings chat God eves beſtow- 
ed upon men ; the Redemptionof our Souls b 
the blood of his dear Son : And therefore 
this Confeſſion carrics away from all thereſt, 


and Thankſgiving. 

By this we (ce the matter of the Sacrifice of 
the Text fulfilled inthe Liturgy by Confeſsing to 
his Name. 

The next thing to be obſerved is, the circum-! 

ance of time when this Sacrifice is to be offer- 
ed, and thats continually, In conformity to 
this, our Service is a continual daily ſacrifice, 
a Morning and Evening Prayer. And though the 
greateſt benefit of this belongs to thole thar 
daily attend ir; yer becaule ic is the Publick 
Sacrifice of the Church, all chat are Members of 
that have their part and intereſt in it, though 


they, 


| | 
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they be abſent, yer not in equal meaſure. 
The preſent are intitled ro the benefit as a Sa- 
crifice offered by them ; the abſent as a Sacrifice 
offered for them. For this is our juge Sacrificium 

thar is perpetually burning upon the Altar, 
for the * 30 of God, and in behalf of every 
member of the Church, that doth not ponere 
obicem, ſet a bar upon himſelf by his wilful 
| negle&tof it, and oppolition to it, 

Laſtly, By him we are to offer , *Tis his 
meritand mediation that crowns the Sacrifice. 
In vain ſhould ſinful man approach ſo great a 
Majeſty in his own Name ; but by him who 
hath made our peace with God, and ſanfified us by 
his blond, we may finde acceſs to him. This 
by bim gives the Characteriſtical difference of 
the Chriſtian ſacrifice from all others; for other- 

| wile the Sacrifice of Praiſe was common to all 

times before , and under the Law, You finde 
* in many Pſalms a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
' Thankſgiving, butin none of them by bim, in 
| Chkriſts name. Flitherto ye have asked nothing in 
' my Name (ſays our Saviour } but hereafter his 

Name will give vertue and efficacy to all our 
"ervices : And therefore to gain ſo gracious 
' an Advocate With the Father, our Prayers and 
| Supplications are in the Liturgy offered up in 
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his Name, concluding always, By the merits of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


T Hus you ſee the Text exemplified through- 
| out in. the Liturgy ; and the Liturgy there- 
| ſore warranted by the Text. I could not pro- 
miſe my ſelf time enough to take a view of 
all the particulars, I have therefore reduced 
that I have to ſay at this time, to this one Ob- 
| ſervation in grols. 
_ That our Liturgy or Common Prayer 1! 
a true Sacrifice to (7od, for the praiſe and 


honor of Hu Name. 


A 
And to this I ſhall not beg the aſſent of 
thoſe that like it not, but require it ; andb 
the authority of the ſame Apoſtle in an other 


Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumcifton for the truth 
of Ged, to confirm the promiſe made unto the Fathers, 
Now what that promile was, hetells us in 
the next Verſe. That the Gentiles might glorifie 
God for his mercy, as it is written, For this cauſe 1 
will confeſs to thee among the Gentiles , and ſing 
praiſes unto thy Name. Here are Confelſsions, 


place, Rom. 15.8. where we read, That Jeſus | 


| | and 
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and Prailes, and Singing, by which Gods to | 
be glorified among the Gentiles : They that | 
will be Chriſtians upon other terms, do in effect | 
make Goda lier, who promiſed ic ſhould be 


| lo. 


And yet they that would not have it (o, 
are very many,and of many forts ; and though | 
[ cannot think che worle of ir, that it lies un- | 
der a popular diſlike; yet becaulc it is no ill. 
way of learning our duties by the folly of 
thole that oppole ir, I ſhall give you a ſhort | 
account of them | 

The AT HEIST firſt charges it with | 
ſuch weapons as he hath, ſcorn and drollery : 
That thele Forms, and Ceremonies, and Pageantry 
of worſhipping Godin Liturgies, is buta trade 
invented by the Prieſts, to gettheir living, and | 
according to the priviledge of Inventors, they | 
claim a Monopoly, that they onely may havethe 
offering of that Sacrifice. 

Ic is not ſtrange, that they who have not God 
in th:ir hearts, as the Prophet David ſpeaks of | 
thoſe fools, ſhould have any 1acrifice intheir | 
lips for bim. In this onely, I conteſs, they are | 
no fools. If there be no Ged ,- we fee 


trouble our ſelves about a Sacrifice ; burit | 
there bea God, let them take the fool again ; | 


C 2 for | 
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for Sacrifice is his due, Never was anv Nation 
ſo barbarous, that fancied a Deity, but thought 
It neceſlary to make ſome teſtification and ac- | 


\| knowledgment of it by Sacrifice 


To theſe we may joyn the whole H»d of 
SECT ARIES, who are but a kinde of | 
godly Atheiſts. Whea the late ſtorm thar raged- 
amongſt us, brought with it thoſe Locufts that 
over-{pread the Nation; chough their whole 
buſineſs was to deſtroy, yet of all moſt viru-, 
lently the Publick Service of the Church. And 
hence it is, that in the.practice of heir deyo-| 
tions, you ſhall finde nothing that looks like 
the offering of a Sacrifice of praiſe for the honor of | 
God : Bur their meeting together, is onely to 
tell one another their dreams and ridiculous | 
phanſies, belying the holy Spirit an hour or 
two, and then depart. And lol leave them. 

And come to another fort of enemies, whom |, 
[ intend more particularly to call to an ac- 
count , and the rather, becauſe they ſeemto 
allow of a Publick Sacrifice of praiſe, as far as a 
free Direfory will go; but foraler and ſRinted| 
Liturgy (as they call it) they have it in abomi- | 
nation, as appears by th heap of acculations 


they bring againſt ir, 


t. That 


en 
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1. Thatitus apolluted uncleaii thing. | 
2. That it is a dead Sacrifice. | 
3. A Book-ſervice of the Letter, and not of the | 
Spirit. * 
4. AChildiſh, - 
5. ( onfuſed. 
6. Improper, impertinent ſervice. 
7, Atediou ſervice. 
8. A lame ſacrifice, full of defefts. 
And laſtly, A blinde one, that edifies not, 
All this dirr and filth they caſt upon it, is 
 ealily wiped off with a right underſtandin 
| of this onely general Doctrine of the Texr, 
That it is a ſacrifice of praiſe to God for the honor of 
| His Name. | 
| Firſt, They fay it is a polluted unclean 
thing, taken out of the Popiſh- Miſal and Bre- | 
; Viary : gBurif ir berruly according to the pa- | 
«tern inthe Text, as ye have heard, a Sacrifice | 
of praiſe to God , we need not be troubled | 
through what hands it paſſed before it came | 
to us : For as we are not aſhamed to confels | 
that our Religion is not a new, but Reform'd 
Religion; ſo, nor need we be aſhamed to ſay, 
| We worſhip God, not by a new, bye Reform'd 
| Liturgy: And ſo our Faithand Awkaamare both 
' of a piece, and both as old as the Text. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, They ſay it is a dead Sacrifice, 
made up of empty Forms and Ceremonies, void 
of that life and affetion which is neceflary 
in Gods ſervice, If there be that want of affe&i- 
on inour Prayers, it is a fault, lie where it 
may : Burt certainly the Forms are not guilty 
of it. It is injuſtice to require that in a Sa- 
crifice, which belongs onely ro him that offers 
it. The Church thac compaled the Forms can- 
not create affettion- It we came to this Sacrifice 
and leave our hearts behinde us, I know where 
the blame mult lie. | 
( But you will ſay, you do not accule Ser 

Forms, "a want of life in themſelves, but that 
by the continual repetition of the ſame things, 
they be-dead affeion in thoſe that ſhould have 
it. And how, [| pray, ſhould that be ? If the 
ſenſe of real wants and bleſsings, which are al- 
ways the ſame, cannot keep up our affefions, 
how ſhould a new ſet of words doit? Can 
we imagine that God ſhould be taken with 
variety and ſhikc of phraſes, or that the affe#i- 


ſervice more acceptable to God ? 

And therefore, when they complain that 

their devotion is tired with nothing but 4l- 

mighty and moſt merciful Father , inthe Morning ; 
an 


— — - —— 


—— 


on that takes heat from them, will render the 
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and Almighty and moſt merciful Father, in the Eve- 

ning ; andthe ſame over and over again eyery 

day : That complaint did never lic againſt the 

Jews daily Sacrifice, which was a type of ours, 

that there was a Lamb in the morning, and a 

Lamb again at evening ; and the ſame over again 

every day inthe year. When our Saviour at his | 
laſt agony in the Garden, three times retired | 
himſelf from his Diſciples ro pray, he uſed (till | 
the ſame form of words without any change, 
St. Matth.26. 44. And who dares lay he want. 
ed ability to vary his prayer, or can ſay, he want- 
cd affeftion, though he did not ? For as St. Luke 
relates ir, He prayed ſo earneſtly, that his ſwet was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the 
round, and then ſure there was no wantof 
affefion ; for when our zeal is at the hotteſt, 
we do not uſe to {wet at our prayers, 

1 go on toa third charge; That Ser Forms, 
inſtead of helping us, hinder the 'Spiric by 
which we ſhould pray. The truth is, Such | 
as the Spirit may be, and too often uleth to be, 
it ought rather to be bound with chains, then 


Pe ee e—— 


left at liberty; under a Form of Praying, to 
Libel their Governors, or whom, or what che 

pleaſe to bring into hatred with the people: 
Bur for the true Spirit of Prayer, thatcannot 


be 


,St, Luk, 22. 
44. 


II, 


On 


es ee I II ca ada a. 
— - — 


A Sermon Preached 


il } We þ, 4 


| 


| taken that think the Spiritof Prayer, ſupplies 


firmities. But in what ? not in words ; for 


| which cannot be uttered, What then doth it ſup- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


' Forms of their own making, or borrowing, 


| H.ly Ghoſt. | 
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be ryed wich words : For they are utterly mil- 


any defe&t'ot words or phraſes ; for thag very| * 
Text of St. Paul, whereon they ground it, con-\ 
furesthem ; Rom.8. 26. The ſpiric belpeth our in-| 
what the Spirit ſupplies are there ſaid to be 
23jnre, not ſpoken at, all; or , as we tranſlate ir, 


ply ? It maketh interceſsi0n for us with groans, which 
cannot be uttered. The true Spirit of Prayer 
conſiſts in groans, in zeal, and fervency ; and 
that, where it.is, will animate and put life 
into any Form of Prayer. They who call 


con'd without Book, Praying by the Spirit, 
do both cheat the people, and blaſpheme the 


A fourth Obje&ion is, T hat it is but a 
Book- Sacrifice, a Reading-Service, which 
any childe may do. They complain it ſeems 
of eaſe : If God ſhould requirea harder thing 
of us, as no doubt there are many harder 
things to bedone , do them we muſt. The 
ealineſs lays the greater obligation upon us: 
How ridiculous would this exception appear 
againſt the Legal Sacrifices! A Butcher could 
| kill 
RT 


+ 
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kill and dreſs a Lamb, as well as a Prieft. This 
isa falſe, deceitful weight, Gods ſervice is not 
to be weighed by the labor of doing, but by 


the relationto him, for whom it is done : And | 


therefore King Solomon, when, by the advice of 
his Father upon his death-bed , he call'd to ac- 
count the chiet Leaders in the rebellion of 4- 
doniah, as Foabthat commanded in chief, and 
Abiathar the Fiigh Prieſt, made no queſtion of 
putting Adoniah and Joab to death ; bur for 
Abiathar, though he deprived him of his office, 
yet he ſpared his life. And why ? he gives 
no other reaſon but this, Becauſe he bore the 11k 
before bis Father David. But was that a work of 
ſuch merit and difficulty ? Could not any 
Porter doas much ? 'it was but mo_ of a 
Cheſt. Solomon did not take his meaſureb 
chat. T hart Sacred (Cheſt, the Ark was a Symbol 
of Gods prelence; it had relation to his Ser- 
*vice, and that he preferred before his own ; 
for Adoniah was his Brother of the balf-blood, 
and Joab his colin.german. 


———— 


You that are the Ayngs /ervants here in Court, 
do not weigh the merit and honar of your 
places, which you juſtly have, by che pains | 
and difficulty of your ſervice, which we know 
in many is little enough , but by the pour 

nels 
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neſs of the Maſter ftor whom you do it. Chil- 
dren may be able to read the Book, but nor 
therefore fit to offer the Sacrifice. 

They are troubled with the rude, confuſed 
noiſe that is made by the people, in anſwering 


tothe Confeſsions and Þ/alms. It ſeems their cars | 
areas tender as their conſciences, and both a- | 


like out of tune : For this is a Publick Sacrifice, 
euexiyners. In the Text, 1. 6. a Confeſsing together. 
Now there can be no communication ok 

rogether, but by ſpeech, and therefore of ne- 
= it muſt be the Frait of our Lips, Bur 


while we, in obedience to that, pray God to open | 


our Lips, they teach the people to ſhut them, 
They take it very ill, that they are ſilenced, 
though they deſerveir, and yet ſtick not to 
filence the whole Congregation, without any of- 
fence or faulr of theirs. 

They ſay itis an improper and impertinent 


I 


| 
: 
, 


men-| 


Service.: We ule ſuch Hymns and: Pſalms for | 


our Praiſes and Thankſgivings as are not proper 
and appliable to us : For how canany one 
that isa Man, lay in the Magnificat , Thou haſt 
regarded the lowlineſs of thy handmaid ? Or how 
can it be ſeaſonable tot all , Eſpecially young 


men, to ſay in the Nunc dimittas, Lord now let thy 
ſervant depart mn peace. 


For 
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For anſwer to this , and the reſt of that 
kinde: Ir is but turning to the DoArine of 
the Text, as we have done in all the reft. The 
Liturgy is the Churches Publick Sacrifice of Praiſe, 


bleſsings immediately conferred _= our per- 
ſons, but upon us with the whole Church, 
by the intervention of others, For in the Bleſs- 
ed Virgin we do all partake of the grace done 
to her, being taken to be the Mother of our 
Lord. And in old Simeon we rejoyce at the 
ſight of that ſalvation, which was a Light to us 
Gentiles, as well as a glory to the people of 1ſrael. 
| They are offended with the length of the 
Service, which makes it not onely tedious in 
it ſelf, but injurious alſo by hindring the 
Sermon. To meaſure the length firſt : If we 
lay our lineto it, you will not finde it ſo. It 
rakes up bur a very ſhort part of the whole 
time which God has beſtowed upon us; of 
which enough we have, and too much we 
take many times for our reſt and ſleep,enough 
' for our own neceſſary buſineſs, anda good 
"portion beſides for our pleaſures and lawful de- 
lights Can we think an hour or two ſpared 
outof all this, roo long for Gods ſervice ? or 
a Lambtoo much for him, who has beſtowed 


and in that weare not onely to givethanks for | . 
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be, which of them may beſt be ſpared. The 
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ſibly we ny be lo ſurpriſed, that there is not 


the whole flock upon us ? The tediouſneſs which * 
is cauſed by the oy of the Service, is cured | 
by the end It mult needs be a leſs troubleto | 
us, if we conf1der it to be an honor for God. To 
ſay no more, How can we think thoſe Prayers 
too long, in which we our ſelves ſue for eter- 
nity. * 

"Minanhaleb , if che length of the Liturgy 
ſhould, as they ſay, prove a hinderance to 
Preaching, Thad ſo much the leſs to ſay for it ; 
But how that ſhould be, I underſtand nor. 
The Wiſe man aſſures us, there i a time for all 
things, and ſure then: there is a time for two 


things, Prayer and Preaching both. Bur poſ- 


time for both ; The Caſe of Conſcience here will 
Prayers are to God, the Sermons to us; the Pray- 
ers tor Gods honor , the Sermons for our profit., 
In this caſe, I chink 'I may ſafely leave every- 
man to be his own Caſuiſt, and go-on to the 
NEXT» 

It is defe@tive, and ſoa lame Sacrifice. How 
inconiiſtent are their complaints , and how 
har41 are they to be pleaſed ? It is both too long 
and too ſhort. T hey mean it istoo long in' 
the whole, and too ſhort in the parts. Inthe: 
 Confeſsion 


——— 
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Confeſsion of fins, in the Thankſgivings, in the | 


( olle;, many material things omicced. The 
- Scriptures read in broken pieces, and not in | 
order, 


Theſe would not be counted defe&s, if we | 
conſidered their end and uſe in the Liturgy, | 
which isto be a Sacrifice of praiſe to God, tor tha | 
is ſufficiently attained by them as they are there | 
R uſed, 

[tis true, if we reſpe& theſe duties in refer: | 
ence to their immediate proper effetts, the com- 
mon Forms are inſufficient ; for no man may pre- 
[ume of Remiſ$ion of ſins, unleſs he hu + ro 
God the particulars wherein he hath offended. 
Nor can be truly thankful to him for the bleſs- 
ings, whereof he makes no particular acknow- 
ledement: Norcan attain to a full and clear 
knowledge of the Scriptures. thac reads nat all, 
and inorder, All this is eaſily granted. 

But they are utterly miſtaken in the ule of a 
Liturgy, that would have it to be a common ſtore 
to furniſh out every duty and vertue, any fur- 
ther than to ſerve for the publick honoring, 
: and praiſing of God: For if particulars ſhould 

be named, wherein all are not concerned , 
how can they truly and heartily lay, Amen ? 


And likewiſe , when {ome portions onely of 
Scripture 
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| 


Scripture are read, it is to ſuit the preſent oc- 
caſion and ſolemnity. And for patticular Con- 
feſsions and Thankſgivings, it men were fo well- 
affeted, and ſo well-acquainted with their own 
Souls, asthey ſhould be; when general words 
are uſed, they may if they pleaſe, refle& up- 
on their own particulars ; and fo render he 
Publick Service, an advantage alle, to their pri- 
vate intereſt and profit. 

[ will adde but one exception more. They 
fay it is a blinde Sacrifice, and edifies not. 
To edifice is to contribute to the building of us 
up in faith or godlineſs; and then not edifying, 
the meaning muſt be, that it is good for no- 
thing. And truly, it .itbe ſo, it is but reaſon 
we ſhould art with it. 

Burt poſhbly when they ſay, It doth not edifie, 
it may have ſome. other meaning in it, They 
may lay it edifies not, becaule they like it not, 
or are not pleaſed and ſatisfied withthe uſe of 
it, or, which is nearer ; the true meaning of 
the. word, there is nothing of mſtrufion in it, 
which they have not heard athouland times| 
before. 

They who come to Prayers for theſe ends, 
may indeed be diſappointed , becauſe they 


come without their errant. This is a Sacrifice 


is 3 for 
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for the praiſe and honor of God, if ir edifics that, = 


we have no:cauſe to complain, A Sermon, [| 
confeſs, may fit our turns i in both thele | 
reſpeds, if it beas it ſhould be: It isnodoubr | 
a more pleaſing entertainment of the time, | 
if itbe to edifie our liking ; and fitter for in- 
ſtruction, if it be ro edihie 0:7 learning. Bur 
thento lay, Divize Service doth not thus edifie, | 
| is to blame the Prayers, becaule they are not a 
| Sermon. You would take it ill, as well you 
| might, if I ſhould except againſt Sermons, be 
cauſe they are not Prayers, 4. e. a Sacrifice of 
| praile for the worſhip of God, as certainly | 
| they are not, Bur ler both have their dues, | 
| and they are both good edifiers ; The Sermon of 
' Faithand Knowl:dge, the other of the Praiſeand 
' Worſhip of God. 
| Yea, that _ which, of all thereſt, ſeems 
leaſt to edifie, The Hymns, and P/alms, and 
| Anthems with Muſick, edifie the praile of God. 


' 1 will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and mag- | 


 nifie it with thankſgiving, Pſal, 69, 30. Yea, the 
very inſtruments themſelves have their. part in 
prailing God, Therefore will 1 praiſe thee, and 
\ thy faithfulneſs, O God, playing upon an Inſtrument 
'of Muſick. Unto Thee will Iſing upon the Harp, 0 
| thau-boly One of Iſrael, Fſal. 71.20. This per- 
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haps may beallowed to David, to uſe the Art 
wherein he excelled, and may agree with the 
Jewiſh ſervice, but not with the ( briſtian. Nay 
St. Paul, in the place I named before, aſſures 
us, «That it was a promiſe made to the Fathers, 
that Chriſtians ſhould ſo glorifie God, by Con- 
feſsing to Him, and Singing to His Name, the 
very Singing is not omitted ; and-that not of 
Him onely, but to Him ; which ſeems ſo ridi- 


.' culous ro ſome, to ſing our Prayers, or any 


thing that is offered to God : Burt it did not (o 
ro him that knew it better ;, F/al. 104. 33. 
[ will fing unto the Lord, as long as [live ; 1 will 
ſing praiſes unto my God , while 1 have my being. 
What ever” others think, he was reſolved to 
liveand die in 1t. 

[ ſhall crouble you with no more of their 
Objeftions ; Theſe onely I have taken our of a 
greater heap , becaule they are ſuch as con- 
tront the Plain Dotrine, and Letter of the Text, 


| and are the moſt popular infinuations wherewith 
'unwary people have been deluded 


But you will ſay, though we ſce no reaſon 
to approve of thele men, yet have we notreaſon 
to pitty them ? For they are content to looſe 
their Livings for their Conſciences, What they 


looſe, I cannot ſay; but for pittying them, 1 
| ſhould 


þ 
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Gallants yenture more for a young wanton 
Miſtreſs., than others for a chaſt and ſober 
| wife, If they be {o fond of their new Dire&ory 
and Covenant, as young lovers are in the firſt 
heat of their affettion, who ſay, T hat they had 
rather together , than part; who can 
help it 2 Yer I will hope that aliccle more 
time, and a. little lels Indulgence, which u- 
ſes ro make the one, will make the other wi- 
ſer too. 

And lo I leave them , and come to Our 
ſelves, whoſe Judgments have not been lo far 
corrupted as to be enemies to the Liturgy ; yer, 
I know not how, ſomething hath ſo poiſoned 
our AﬀeRions, that we are not {o good friends 
to itas might be 'wiſhed, We care bur little 
tocometo it, and have as little reſpe& when 
we are atit; we fit it out, or talk it out, {o 
as nothing ſeems to be more impertinent,and 
wherein weare leſle cqncerned, then in this 
Service. Why will you go to Church? ſay 
they ; there's nothing but Prayers. T hat is in 
words at length. There's nothing but praiſing 
and honouring God. 

Itis not poſſible , that any could be thus 


bold with their Creator, if they did nor de- 
E celve 
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ſhould be apt enough , If Idid not ſee fome' 
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ceive themſelves with a perſwaſion that a full 
amends may be made him another way. | 
That obedience to Gods Commands , a ver- 
tuous and godly life is the beſt Sacrifice He 
that keepeth the Law , ſaith the Son of Sirach , 
brigeth Offerings enough. And David, an Au- |- 
thor of more credit, tells us of a Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſſe. And the Apoſtle in this chap- 
ter, To dogood and to communicate forget not , for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God #s well pleaſed. Theſe are, 
and every other act of Vertue, may be a Sacrifice, | 
and God honoured by*'them: But yer nor 
ſuch as will ſerve to ſiisfic the Duty of the 
Text. The Sacrifice of obedience is Metapho- 
rical, i.e. God accepts it as well as if it had 
been a Sacrifice, that is, ſomething given to 
himſelf. Bur the Sacrifice of praile is proper 
without a Metaphor. The original word 
eveis, I confels. imports ſomething to-be de- 
ſtroyed, but that is gpeer accidental to the no. 
tion of Sacrifice. It doth diſtinguiſh the kinde, 
bur not conſtitute the nature of it, which is 
accompliſhed by offering ſomething ro God 
in acknowledgment of him. And for this 


uſe , the fruit of our lips is as proper, as the 


fruit- of our flocks, or of our. fields, ever 
were. 


| and a greater Sacrilege we cannot commitr : 


of Sacrilege, robs God onely of things dedi- 
' | cated for his ors. ( and yer that crime hath 
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Solikewile' the honor which God receives 
from our obedience , differs from that of Sa- 
crifice; for that is onely of conſequence, and 
by argumentation, 4. e. It ſuits with the na- 
ture and will of God ;, as we lay, Good ſer- 
vants are an honor to their Maſters, by re. 
fletion : Burt the honor by Sacrifice is of di- 
re& and ſpecial intendment, ir hath no other 
uſe, and is a diſtin& vertue from all other 
ads of obedience, and of a different obli- 


gation, 


I ſhould not trouble you with theſe nice 
diſtin&ions, if they did not carry with them 
matter of important conſequence , leaſt a 
neceſſary ſervice ſhould be ſhuffled up , and 
_ loſt in the crond of other duties. For, 
zhough God hath the honor of obedience and a 
vertuous life, it we deny him the honor of a 
Sacrifice beſides, we rob him of his due ; 


For that which goes upon the common account 


fired the neſts of choſe, that took Coals*from 
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the Altar,, to warm their own harths) but this is 
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Pſal. 107.34. 


muzik; 


; | make our Prayers as fruitleſs as our fields. To 


the robbing God of the Service it ſelf,ro which 


| the 54” "8 acceſſory. | 
| 
[cis afallacie,. and piece of praQtick ſophi- | 


| try that cozens the world, for men to think. 
 theralelves diſcharged of one duty by the zeal | 
they bear to another; as if God were not rob'd | 
ſo long as we leave him any thing, 


| Now, as it is well worth our care, that this 
Service be not loſt in the crowd of other duties, 
ſo will it be much more, that it be not loſt 
in worſe company, in a throng of Vices. 
And loſt it will be, when the vertue of ir is | 
gone, A fruitful land is made barren by the fins of | 
them that dwell therein, The ſame cauſe will 


honour God with our lips, and diſhonour 
him with our lives; to be tri at Prayers, 


and loofe to all diſorders; The Presbyterian 
| pretenſions cannot make our Sacrifice ſo abo- 
| minable as our fins can : They make God 
| complain of chat which he himſelf command- 
| ed, Ilai.n.41. To what purpoſe is the multitude of 
Jour Sacrifices unto me, faith the Lord, I am full 
With the burnt offerings of Rams, and the fat of fed 
| Beaſts, And again , Bring no more vain Oblati- 


ans 
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ons ; Incenſe is an abomination unto me: So it was 
with the Jewes Sacrifice ; and the Chriſtians 
wall fare no better, ver. 15. When ye ſpred forth 
your hands 1 will hide mine eyes from you: yea, and 
when ye make many Prayers 1 will not hear: 
Whence grows the diſpleaſure that Gdd takes 


againſt his owne Service, but from this? | 
Your hands are full of blood. He will accept no | 
Sacrifice from polluced hands. And therefore, 
to reconcile him to his own Service, he puts us 
into this courſe, verl. 16. Waſh ye, make ye 
clean, put away the evil of your dvings from before | 
mine eyes , Ceaſe to do evil , learn to do well , ſeek | 
Tudgement, relieve the oppreſſed , plead for the 
widow. p 
If we come thus minded and prepared to 
Gods Altar, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe | 
to the honour of his Name, we may with | 
confdenceexpe, what God in the ſamecaſle | 


Fpromiſed, u Sam.2.30. Them that honour me, 1 


will honour. 


To conclude. All that I have ſaid hitherto | 
is only to vindicate Gods Service from contempr, 
and to reſtore itto ſome of the reſpe& due to 
it. And this, though the froward times did not 
need, cannot I hope be thought an ill office 


for 
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for a Sermon , once to be an Advocate for 
Prayers , ſeeing Prayers will alwayes do as 
much for the Sermon, bean Advocate to God 
to bring down a _— upon it. As he! 
Church teacheth us to do, fo let us pray ,| 
That the words which we have beard with our outward 
ears may, Cc. 
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